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Japan will be held at Tokyo
Kasei University on March 2
(Sat.) and 3 (Sun.), 2013. This is
our first conference to be held
in Tokyo, which will drive
many people to join us. The
venue is located at just two
stops away from Ikebukuro,
one of the newly developed
centers of Tokyo, and it is easily
accessible not only from Tokyo
but from all over Japan.

Yoichiro Okabe (President of
The Open University of Japan),
Dr. Michael de Raadt (Moodle
Development Manager), Prof.
Tatsuya Shirai (Suzuka National
College of Technology), and
Martin Dougiamas, (Director,
Moodle Headquarters—
presenting online).

There are concurrent
presentations including Light-

popular at the previous Moot
Japan, workshops, showcases,
and Genius Bar. A new project,
Moot Sponsor System, is under
way for implementation so that
companies can join Moots
more easily and Moots in Ja-
pan may serve as a place not
only for academic discussions
but also for business.

(Takayuki Matsuki)
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MA]J Grants for R&D 2012 Winners

We are happy to announce that the first
MAJ Grant for Research and Development
has been awarded to Don Hinkelman (Sap-
poro Gakuin University), Akio Ohnishi (Ver-
sion2) and Andy Johnson (Future University
Hakodate). A sum of 450,000 yen has been
awarded for a Moodle Hub programming re-
vision to make it suitable for easy exchange of
open courseware in Japan and abroad using
Moodle 2.x.

i

The R & D committee, consisting of Eric
Hagley, Thomas Rawson, Tatsuya Shirai and
Thomas Robb carefully considered two propos-
als, only one of which was deemed to conform
to the criteria set out on the MAJ Research & De-
velopment page. The other applicant has been
requested to reapply.

The deadline for submissions for the next
fiscal year is November 30. We hope to have
more submissions for the next round!

Additional name fields initiative

MA]J is moving forward, in cooperation
with Moodle HQ and some Moodle partners,

with a plan to increase the number
of name fields in Moodle core, so
that it can flexibly handle lan-
guages that do not use the West-
ern alphabet. This would allow
administrators and users to se-
lect which fields they wish to
display on the various Moodle
pages and reports. Please share any
input that you might have on this issue in
the MAJ discussion forum!

Recognition awards

A sum of ¥100,000 per year will be used as
awards to the best developments related to
Moodle by members of MAJ. These might be
the development of a new module or block, or
even a suggested patch to the current code
which adds greater functionality to a current
version. The development itself need not be
specific to Moodle as used in Japan. The dead-
line for nominations is November 30. There
are many deserving members in MA]J. Please
nominate one of them!

Visit the MAJ website for more information:
http://moodlejapan.org/home/course/view.php?id
ﬁ

(Thomas Robb)
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This event is to showcase our university-
wide ICT Contents platform. We will begin
the showcase with a keynote speaker Kuniaki
Sato who will address the concept of training
global people who can act locally, and how
that can implemented into university
education. Following that we will have various
workshops and presentations where we will
explain what we have done to help our
students become more ‘glocal’ using our ICT
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*How can Moodle help with teaching?

* Exploring Moodle modules
*Speaking Projects with Moodle

In response to the requests from some
enthusiasts, the Board of MAJ has been dis-
cussing the issue of local chapters. We finally
authored Local Chapter Rules to be added to
MAJ Bylaws. Although this must be officially
approved at the AGM next March, we have
provisionally started inviting applications. The
Local Chapter Rules (draft) and its Applica-
tion Form can be obtained on the MAJ web

page.

Already Tokyo chapter has started to
make a move, and if there are any other local
moodler groups interested in creating a local
chapter, please consider applying for one.
MAJ central office will do its best to support
local events such as Moodle workshops.

(MAJEE JEE 75 A, Hideto Harashima)
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(2431 CONFERENCE REPORT)
iMoot 2012

I participated in the 2012 iMoot (100% online
Moodﬁe Moot Conference) in May of 2012 for the
purpose of presenting on the research I did for the
migration of Moodle 1.9 to Moodle 2.2. It was the
first chance I've had to give an online presentation
to participants around the world.

The software we used for the online presenta-
tion rooms was Adobe Connect. The client soft-
ware is free and installed easily on both my desk-
top computer and my tablet (iPad) for mobility-
enabled participation. It worked really well. I
could interact with the meeting participants
through the chat dialogue and as a presenter I
could also get live feed%';ck by using a powerful
and simple online polling mechanism. The only
downside to presenting using Connect was the
silence I felt while speaking during my presenta-
tion. It was a little challenging to get used to hav-
ing no audible feedback as I spoke, but after a
short time I was able to adjust.

The best part of giving an online presentation
was the feeling of communicating broadly with
people around the world. Living on Kyushu island
in western Japan it is sometimes easy to forget
that there are actually other people in other places
who are trying to accomplish the same things that
I have been doing, so it was still pretty exciting to
have people interested in the topic I presented.

Another of the larger benefits of participating
in an iMoot or online Moodle Moot is the asyn-
chronous nature of the venue. Since most of the
presentations were digitally recorded, we partici-
pants didn’t have to suffer the feeling of having to
choose between either of two contlicting presen-
tations. We could go back and review or scan

Communication, Collaboration and Community!
Held online from 26" till 29" May 2012 (EiELE

through other presentations to see what we had
missed. The presentations have been available on-
line since the conference completed and even to-
day as I write this article (5 months later) I can still
access those presentations.

The presenters were asked to deliver each of
our presentations twice in two different timezone
periods to maximize the chances of global partici-
pation. That required me to come in to the office
once during the later evening, but it really was no
trouble at all. A benefit of delivering my presenta-
tion twice was that I had a chance to make
changes to the presentation between the first and
second sessions. The second time around for my
presentation I was much more focused and clear
and was able to deliver on the most important
points for the participants more effectively. Not
many traditional conference venues allow for a
second chance to perform and I know there are
those of us who would appreciate that option.

In summary; joining an online Moodle Moot -
an iMoot - is an effective way to gather informa-
tion during our adventures with Moodle without
having to travel to remote and exotic (and costly)
locations. It also increases our chances of meeting
global partners in Moodle from right here in Ja-
pan.

If you have a chance in 2013, I recommend you
participate in the iMoot as either a presenter or a
learner and get the most out of this wonderful re-
source.

(Thom Rawson)
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(#2345 CONFERENCE REPORT)

MoodleMoot AU 2012

20124E7H2H»»54H ¥ T
A=A LY T7OIT—)L Fa—
A b Titb7-MoodleMoot
AU 2012 &ML TEEL
7z, T2 TIEHADMootE @
HoZEBIZILR—=FLET,

FFEsmEcd, HART
IEIMAJZS B 232 O % £Moot~
DSHER 215 £ 928, S0l
AUDS849 (#70,000) &
HoTEDH, MAJOSEE
10,000 & X3 & K E 22l
WA HH 7,

¥/, A—AF79U7D
MoodleX—+FF —ThH %
NetSpot2s, HEMRFEDLID L
L CoAaE I D N 2 158 &
WL TwELE, ARV —
# 1 1ZAUD500%> 5 AUD1500
TL 7%,

WRIZHAREFT X 9 Ic¥
RERBIAETT, RVY—D%
RHEHETLEL, 2.3V =2
EEEW) ZEHHDFTRRES
BN F=DFEE, B
FinsFEE L) —A DS o
72T,

STy E o THE
LC&E7HATDMoodleTd
D, ARV =034 o ki
LaFudz s zwn Em &l
¥L7,

I joined MoodleMoot AU
2012, held in the Gold Coast,
Australia from 2 to 4 July 2012,
and noticed some differences
between this Moot AU and
Moots in Japan.

One big difference was in
the participation fee. In Japan,
the MAJ membership fee,
10,000 yen, covers the partici-
pation in the annual Moodle
Moot Japan, but it cost AUD
849 to

participate in this
MoodleMoot AU.
The event was co-

sponsored by several companies,
including NetSpot, a Moodle
partner in Australia, playing a
central role in running the
conference. The sponsor fees
ranged from AUD 500 to AUD
1500.

The conference program
included presentations and
exhibitions, just like a moot in
Japan, but more vendors made
their presentations. Since it
was just after the release of
Moodle 2.3, many vendors
showed its new features, while
teachers presented case studies.

In Japan the use of Moodle
has been promoted by
teachers, and I strongly felt
that we vendors should
contribute more.

(Pri [, Takeshi Matsuzaki)
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The first Moodle research conference, held
September 14-15, 2012 at the Creta Maris Conference
Centre in Heraklion, Crete, brought together
participants from over 20 countries around the world.
This eclectic group of Moodlers had a chance to
discuss current Moodle research projects while
enjoying Cretan food,
white sand beaches and
panoramic Mediterra-
nean views. The invited
speakers included
Gavin Henrickb of
Learning Technology
Services in Ireland,
Clive Holtham of Cass
Business School in City
University London, UK, Stuart Mealor of HRDNZ
in New Zealand, Petros Georgiakakis of ITisART in
Greece and Martin Dougiamas of Moodle.com in
Australia. The conference’s proceedings are published
in a book format and can be accessed at the
conference website.

Over 30 research papers highlight everything
from using multimedia in Moodle to ELIS, to course
principles and design, to topics on Moodle
certification. Below are the most frequent terms in
the conference proceedings, which may identify key
concepts of current Moodle research.

Moodle (1531) Learning (1203) Course(s) (802),
Student(s),(748), Teacher(s) (460), Design (317),
Online (265), Tools (258), Activities (255), Mobile
(144), Community (138), Feedback (118), Eternal
(115), Collaborative (107), Evaluation (104),
Video (97), Open (95), Training (94),
International (77), Skills (77), Integration (72),
Collaboration (68), Science (68)

It is not much of a surprise that the terms
‘Moodle’ and ‘learning’ are the most popular. It is also
encouraging that the term ‘learner(s) appears more
frequently than the term ‘teacher(s)’, optimistically
suggesting that Moodle is viewed more as a student-
centered learning tool rather than a teacher-centered
instructional tool. Other more frequent terms, such
as ‘mobile’, ‘video’ and ‘collaboration’, may indicate
increased significance in these topics.

Among the wide variety of topics presented in the
papers, a few are outlined here. A small, but useful,
future feature in Moodle will allow for automatic
updates of plug-ins, and Moodle administrators can be
notified as soon as an updated version of a plug-in
becomes available and access to a 1-click update of
that plug-in.

The ability to efficiently tag content and
information within Moodle drew interest among
many Moodlers at the conference. A presentation

[2r24: ~ConrerENCEREPORT]  Moodle Research Conference 2012

entitled ‘Concept Tagging in Moodle’ outlined a plug-
in project where educators could link concepts with
content across an entire Moodle site so that content
can be tagged to allow better information retrieval or
to recommend learning content that is based on
learner performance.

An exciting multimedia Moodle plug-in called
Babelium was demonstrated by a group of developers
from Spain. The plug-in makes it possible for learners
to record voice-overs using preselected movie
content. A learner can listen to a particular dialogue
from within an uploaded movie segment and record
their voice when prompted. The end result is a video
segment where the learner appears to be interacting
with a speaker in the movie.

As more interactive speaking activities appear
within the Moodle environment, it will be interesting
to keep an eye on how Web RTC is progressing. Web
RTC is a recent project that allows web browsers,
using the ‘getUserMedia’ function, access to a device's
camera and microphone without any plug-in
requirements. Web RTC is now available to all
Google Chrome users. Using Web RTC, Moodle
applications can be designed to upload video, add
subtitles, record voice over video, and assess online
learner content.

The integration of mobile devices with Moodle
was also a popular topic. Moodbile, a Moodle web
services extension, is currently being developed to
integrate mobile apps with Moodle. At the poster
session, several Mobile media apps for Moodle,
including Moodle Slideshow, Moodle VideoBoard and
Moodle VoiceShadow; demonstrated how learners can
easily upload images, audio and video from their
mobile devices to a Moodle course.

Several interesting presentations also focused on
learner analytics. A powerful suite of tools, called
ELIS, illustrated how administrative, business
intelligence, data mining, learning management,
content management, and longitudinal record keeping
functions can be added to Moodle. One use of it is
that it can automatically send students into specific
learning plans depending on their achievements.

(Paul Daniels)

Daniels explains his mobile apps for Moodle
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MoodleMoot 2012 Feedback LA—KRILLA—K201271—KIX\w &

Thank you for sharing your thoughts and suggestions, and helping us make next Moot even better. The
results are available on MAJ website.

CEAZEIREVAEZHNBE) T vE L, 7Yy7— MER2Z2EPLTL—F2—HInbDIicLT
WEET, ERIIMAIVA P TIEICANE T,
http://moodlejapan.org/home/mod/questionnaire/report.php?instance=6&sid=s&action=vall
1: Strongly Disagree (42 < 2 9 b7 \»), 2: Disagree (% 9 b %), 3: Undecided (b5 7212),
4: Agree (% 9 89), 5: Strongly Agree GE#1cZ 5 8 9)

| am glad that | attended the Moodle Moot. A— RJL + A— KM ZEMUL TR o 7o, 4.7
It was easy to access the wireless LAN. fERLANAND 77 & X ERETE - oo 2.7
It was easy to find my way round the venue. BMIE T B2 RBZERDIT2DIREEIE > T, 3
There were enough academic presentations. FTHIRFERDEIE 97 > fco 3.5
There were enough practical hands-on workshops & presentations. 3.8
ERNGBT—0 2 3y TPRROBISTDIE o1,
The Lightening Talks that | attended were good. MU hZ> 0 - =V FRHI 2T, 39
The presentations (40 or 90 min) that | attended were good. i L 7=F3FEk (40790%) IFEM >z, 42
The workshops that | attended were good. 1L 12T —0 ¥ 3 v FIdRM > o 3.9
The Moodle Genius bar was good. FEA I—F—FRM > T, 34
The Moodle showcases that | saw were good. A— RJL - ¥ 3= —XIFRM > fo, 34
The number of concurrent sessions was just right. EIRFfE T D FEFR I Y EBUSEY]I TH - foo 3.5
The Japanese interpretation for the Micheal de Raadt's English Keynote was helpful. 3.7
HEOHEBBE (X177 - T - 7—b8) ICEBERBERIG D TR > T,
The pamphlet was easy to understand. /X 7 Ly b U\Y RTwv ) EFHMDPIh o7l 3.8
The refreshment corner was good. BRI —F—IFR M > Tco 4.4
The MoodleMoot dinner party on the Wednesday was good. 7KIEH DEBHRIFR M o foo 43
The organisation of the MoodleMoot was good. 5s— RJL + LA— N DERIERIERH - fo. 4
MAJ %Y b7—7 FEE DI HoTLEL
| i (7L=7) EL70, =221
Yg;ﬂ££QMmﬂimmF%®“*ﬁﬁ&—w yom2EnhTER LI,
Moodle 53 ROBAET A —7L) A E CRELTCRE -
Japanese Moodle (Moodle.org . o g o1 &
Moodle & EE) TRk, CHH DL )
i odle) (Japanese
Moodler (@jam TEVE L,

L fo A Twitter 7’ valZ N
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